[image: image1.jpg]w¢

NFEgaE



Tom Di Camillo

Assistant Commissioner, Media Relations

5235 East Silverbell Road

Queen Creek, AZ 85243

Phone & Fax: 480-983-6605

E-Mail: pacificwestconference@msn.com
www.pacificwestsports.org
May 29, 2008

BYU-Hawaii, Hawai‘i Pacific & Hawai‘i Hilo gobble up All-PacWest Women’s Tennis awards

QUEEN CREEK, AZ – BYU-Hawaii, Hawai‘i Pacific and Hawai‘i Hilo dominated the inaugural All-Pacific West Conference Women’s Tennis Team by claiming all 12 singles positions and the seven doubles slots following what was a thrilling 2008 campaign.

PacWest Champion BYU-Hawaii led the league with six singles selections, including four on the First Team. The Seasiders also landed two First Team Doubles squads and one Second Team Doubles pair.

HPU and UHH each posted three singles players on the All-PacWest squad, including one on the First Team and two on the Second Team, while the Sea Warriors earned a trio of Second Team Doubles selections. The Vulcans posted one First Team Doubles choice.

All three schools competed in the post-season, with Hawai‘i Pacific and BYU-Hawaii attending the Division II National Sports Festival in Houston, TX.

The PacWest initiated an all-conference team this year based upon the ITA Regional Rankings as of May 5 – the last ranking heading into the regional playoffs. The ITA ranks 15 singles players and 10 doubles teams in the region.

The Top 6 players in the region from PacWest West schools are considered First Team All-PacWest, while any other athlete listed in the Top 15 is named Second Team.

The Top 3 PacWest doubles teams in the May 5 regional ranking are chosen as All-PacWest First Team, while any remaining doubles squads in the regional ranking are considered Second Team.

BYU-Hawaii head coach Dave Porter was named the 2008 PacWest Women’s Tennis Coach of the Year for leading his club to another conference championship. PacWest rules anoint the head coach of the championship team as coach of the year in all of its sports where team titles are decided.

BYU-Hawaii was led by freshman Elwen Li (Chengdu, China), sophomore Maggie Deng (Guangzhou, China), senior Ramona Husaru (Bacau, Romania) and freshman Becky Lu (Guangzhou, China). All four were First Team Singles selections.

Li entered the NCAA Division II Tournament with a 34-0 singles record and ranked first both nationally and in the NCAA II West Region, while Deng boasted a 28-2 singles mark with one loss coming vs. Li in the ITA regional final last fall. She was ranked fourth nationally and second in the region.

Deng and Li also earned All-PacWest First Team Doubles accolades after combining for a 29-1 record. The duo was ranked first nationally and regionally and won the ITA NCAA II doubles title in the fall.


Husaru entered the post-season with a 17-0 singles record and a 20-0 doubles mark, ranked 14th nationally, and listed fourth in the West Region. Lu registered a 20-0 singles mark with a 16th-place national ranking and a fifth-place standing in the region heading into the regional tournament.

Lu owned a 22-0 doubles record in 2008, including an 18-0 mark with Husaru that landed the twosome a national ranking of eighth heading into the playoffs. The duo was second in the region and earned All-PacWest First Team Doubles honors.

Freshmen Jenny Chin (Seoul, South Korea) and Ayako Ikeda (Kyoto, Japan) were both named All-PacWest Second Team Singles and Second Team Doubles.

Chin posted a 25-0 singles record heading into the NCAA II Tournament. She was ranked 47th nationally and ninth in the region, and she teamed up with Ikeda for a 21-1 mark that landed the duo an eighth-place ranking in the region. Ikeda was ranked 14th in the West Region with a 21-2 singles record.

HPU’s First Team Singles choice went to freshman Nina Mihova (Plovdiv, Bulgaria/Plovdiv) who was ranked seventh in the region entering the post-season and finished with an overall record of 17-5.

Mihova then teamed up with junior Anastasia Ageychik (Minsk, Belarus/Olympic Reserve) for an All-PacWest Second Team Doubles selection. The duo was ranked ninth in the region and finished with a record of 4-4.

Ranked 25th in Europe and the reigning national champion of Belarus, Ageychik claimed Second Team Singles honors after being ranked 13th in the West Region heading into the NCAA Tournament. She posted a record of 10-3 in 2008.

 

HPU sophomore Ingrid Cseh (Bucharest, Romania/Constantine Brancoveanu) earned Second Team Singles honors after being ranked 15th in the West Region and finished the year 9-14, while she and junior Lauren Shin (Honolulu, HI/Kamehameha) picked up Second Team Doubles accolades after being ranked fourth in the region. The duo combined for a record of 9-10 in 2008.


Senior Elena Hudzikova (Bratislava, Slovakia/Business Academy of Imrich Karvas) and sophomore Tinka Mihova (Plovdiv, Bulgaria/Balcarras School in Cheltenham, United Kingdom) partnered up for a record of 12-2 overall and a seventh-place regional ranking entering the post-season.

Hawai‘i Hilo was led by freshman Eve Castaing (Dax/France/Borda) who was named All-PacWest First Team Singles after being ranked third in the region, 17th nationally and 18th in Division II in doubles play. 


Castaing finished 16-7 at the #1 singles position for the Vulcans and 19-6 at UHH’s top doubles slot. Her only singles losses in 2008 have come against the number one player in the nation (4 times) and against a pair of Division I foes. She teamed up with sophomore Christie Pagatpatan (Waipahu, HI/Waipahu) for All-PacWest First Team Doubles honors.

Pagatpatan is ranked eighth in the region, earning her All-PacWest Second Team Singles accolades. She posted a 15-9 singles mark and a 19-6 doubles record heading into the post-season.

Junior Nicole Campbell (Sacramento, CA/Franklin) landed All-PacWest Second Team Singles for the Vulcans after registering a 14-8 singles record and a 16-9 doubles following the PacWest Championship.

2008 All-PacWest Women’s Tennis Team


First Team Singles
Eve Castaing (Hawai‘i Hilo)
Maggie Deng (BYU-Hawaii)
Ramona Husaru (BYU-Hawaii)

Elwen Li (BYU-Hawaii)
Becky Lu (BYU-Hawaii)
Nina Mihova (Hawai‘i Pacific) 


Second Team Singles
Anastasia Ageychik (Hawai‘i Pacific)
Nicole Campbell (Hawai‘i Hilo)
Jenny Chin (BYU-Hawaii)
Ingred Cseh (Hawai‘i Pacific)

Ayako Ikeda (BYU-Hawaii)

Christie Pagatpatan (Hawai‘i Hilo)

First Team Doubles
Eve Castaing/Christie Pagatpatan (Hawai‘i Hilo)

Maggie Deng /Elwen Li (BYU-Hawaii)
Romona Husaru/Becky Lu (BYU-Hawaii)

Second Team Doubles
Anastasia Ageychik/Nina Mihova (Hawai‘i Pacific)

Jenny Chin/Ayako Ikeda (BYU-Hawaii)

Ingrid Cseh/Lauren Shin (Hawai‘i Pacific)

Elena Hudzikova/Tinka Mihova (Hawai‘i Pacific)

--PWC--

